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July 2005 and implementation plans were developed for each Commission and the 
Department.  The CRC, EMC, and the MFC must each implement the plan for it to be 
effective.  These three Commissions have regulatory jurisdiction over the coastal 
resources, water, and marine fishery resources.  Actions taken by all three commissions 
pertaining to the coastal area, including rule making, are to comply, “to the maximum 
extent practicable” with the plans.  The CHPP will help to ensure consistent actions 
among these three commissions as well as their supporting DENR agencies and will be 
reviewed every five years. 
 

The CHPP describes and documents the use of habitats by species supporting 
coastal fisheries, status of these habitats, and the impacts of human activities and natural 
events on those habitats.  Fish habitat is defined as “freshwater, estuarine, and marine 
areas that support juvenile and adult populations of economically important fish, 
shellfish, and crustacean species (commercial and recreational), as well as forage species 
important in the food chain” (Street et al. 2005).  Fish habitat also includes land areas that 
are adjacent to, and periodically flooded by riverine and coastal waters.  Six fish habitats 
were discussed and designated based on distinctive physical properties, ecological 
functions, and habitat requirements for living components of the habitat: wetlands, SAV, 
soft bottom, shell bottom, ocean hard bottom, and water column.   

 
The CHPP recommends that some areas of fish habitat be designated as SHAs.  

Strategic Habitat Areas are defined as “specific locations of individual fish habitat or 
systems of habitat that have been identified to provide critical habitat functions or that are 
particularly at risk due to imminent threats, vulnerability or rarity.”  While all fish 
habitats are necessary for sustaining viable fish populations, some areas may be 
especially important to fish viability and productivity.  Protection of these areas would 
therefore be a high priority (Street et al. 2005).  The process of identifying and 
designating SHAs was initiated in 2005.  See Section 10 for recommended habitat and 
water quality actions. 


